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me the day before that Terry and Ames both said that their experience proved the correctness of my opinion, and gave him my reasons in full for giving the opinion, and particularly my reasons why I thought the work was fully garrisoned. He said that there were 1200 men in the work when I recon-noitered. I told Tn'm then that we had less than 2500 available for an attack. He said that he did not order you to assault. That he relied upon us finding nearly all the troops gone, and that the effect of a landing might be a surrender. That rapidity of movement to catch the fort weakly garrisoned was the main point. Failing in this, you were to intrench and "cooperate with the navy in the reduction of the work."
He told me that he did not intend you to go, and did not know you were going until you stopped at City Point on your way down. That he could not well order you not to go, because the point aimed at was in your department, and all the troops were from your army. He said to me that you told him if you went', "to take the responsibility, it would make me feel stronger."
But enough of this. That Committee will bring you out all right. I know that Fort Fisher was not mentioned in connection with your removal.
Now, General, you got into a great deal of trouble by following my advice at Fort Fisher, but you, with all the rest of the world, have overlooked the fact that City Point, etc. and may be the Army of the James, was saved a few days afterwards by the obstructions placed in the James River, by me, by your order and upon my advice. The navy ran. Our sunken hulks saved the day. Why don't you bring this before the world, and place me even before the world upon advice?
Military men, who are unprejudiced, do sustain us, in the Fort Fisher business, and leading them is Joe Hooker, who has made several assaults.
Our oldest and most respectable Journal in Cincinnati, the Gazette, has fought for you nobly throughout this thing. It has had several spicy things on Porter. I got Clarke to publish in the Regime. Enclosed I send you another good one.
I wish you would write to Wilson and Wade and tell them to put my confirmation through. Mr. Sumner told me there was no doubt of it, he thought. But I hear of several Generals working to get my corps. Among others, Ferrero, who has Wilson's son on his staff.
I know nothing about the way the wires work, and conse-